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FOR MANY BLACK YOUTH, SCHOOLS CAN BE PLACES 
OF DEGRADATION, HARM, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
VIOLENCE





WE RISE TOGETHER

• An: I don't feel supported…. And I feel like… 

you shouldn't have to go out and go out of 

your way to do all these [things] just to feel 

supported. You should walk into the school 

and feel supported based on how you are. And 

you should be looked at the same as anyone 

else and you should be treated the same as 

anyone else. You shouldn’t have to worry 

yourself….



About 32 percent of children and 
youth admitted to the Toronto society 
in 2017-18 were Black, while they 
represent just 8 percent of the city’s 
population under age 18. Only 28 
percent of those admitted to care are 
white, according to the society’s 
latest report. (July, 2018)
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“For many Black families in contact with child welfare agencies, racial

disproportionality and disparity are a reflection of historic and ongoing

legacies of social and traditional discrimination that place the intersectional

burden of risk and poverty disproportionately on Black families and

communities” (p. 90).

Bryn King, Barbara Fallon, Reiko Boyd, Tara Black, Kofi Antwi-Boasiako (2017)

“Factors associated with racial differences in child welfare investigative decision-

making in Ontario, Canada” Child Abuse & Neglect 73, 89-105.

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213417303630?via%3Dihub

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213417303630?via%3Dihub


“Black children in Ontario are 41% more likely to be investigated than White Children. [And] 

investigation involving Black children are also more likely than those involving White children to be 

substantiated (64%), to be transferred to ongoing services (49%), and to result in an out-of-home 

care placement (57%). Given this representation in the child population of Ontario, these results 

indicate that Black children are experiencing disparate contact with the child welfare system when 

compared to White children” (p. 95). 

Bryn King, Barbara Fallon, Reiko Boyd, Tara Black, Kofi Antwi-Boasiako (2017) “Factors associated with racial 

differences in child welfare investigative decision-making in Ontario, Canada” Child Abuse & Neglect 73, 89-

105. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213417303630?via%3Dihub

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0145213417303630?via%3Dihub


“Group care settings at both 

sites acted as a gateway into the 

youth justice system by 

criminalizing the trauma of cross 

over youth served by the 

project.” (page 18)



“This emphasis on police for

managing behavior and subsequent

instability is particularly catastrophic

for Black and Indigenous young

people” ….“there exists a culture of

racism within the group care system

that allows these young people to be

mistreated at higher rates than their

non-racialized peers.” (page 75)







TORONTO HOMELESS COUNT, 2018









JUSTICE NAKATSURU

• “Anti-Black racism has shaped your life in a way that has brought you into the 

criminal court….You did not find a way out through the public education system. I 

have no doubt that anti-Black racism affected how you were treated in school….I 

am not saying that your teachers were racist, uncaring, or that you do not share 

responsibility. Rather, I am recognizing the studies that show systemically that racism 

exists and have not served Black children well. That failure in the education system 

makes a child vulnerable to becoming involved in the criminal justice system.” 

(page 15, #74 in R. v. KEVIN MORRIS, RESPONDENT’S FACTUM)


